I HE GISI OF THE KARM4YOG^

innei spiritual rebirth, the divine birth, and, having
become divine, do still divine works as an instrument
of the Divine for the leading of the peoples. There-
lore there are here two things which have to be clearly
laid down and clearly grasped, the way to the change,
to this upward transference, this new divine birth,
and the nature of the work or rather the spirit in
which it has to be done, since the outward form of it
need not at all change, although really its scope
and aim become quite different. But these two things
are practically the same, for the elucidation of one
elucidates the other. The spirit of our action arises
from the nature of our being and the inner foundation
it has taken, but also this nature is itself affected by
the trend and spiritual effect of our action; a very
great change in the spirit of our works changes the
nature of our being and alters the foundation it has
taken; it shifts the centre of conscious force from which
we act. If life and action were entirely illusory, as
some would have it, if the Spirit had nothing to do
with works or life, this would not be so; but the soul
in us develops itself by life and works and, not indeed
so much the action itself, but the way of our soul's
inner force of working determines its relations to the
Spirit. This is, indeed, the justification of Karmayoga
as a practical means of the higher self-realisation.

We start from this foundation Aat the present
inner life of man, almost entirely dependent as it is
upon his vital and physical nature, only lifted beyond
it by a limited play of mental energy, is not the whole
of his possible existence, not even the whole of his
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